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Kingdom Culture

Praying a dangerous prayer!



YOUR
KINGDOM
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UPSIDE DOWN KINGDOM

Matthew 5-7

More than 100,000 sold

the

Anniversary Edition
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"But seek ye first the
Kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all
these things shall be
added unto you."

~ Watthew 633



WHAT IS THE

KINGDOM

OF GOD?




The Kingdom prophesied and predicted in the OT

The voice of one crying out In the wilderness:

"Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

(Luke 3:4-6, from Isalah 40:3-5)

Paving the way for Jesus, John the Baptist describes
four surprises of the coming kingdom: full valleys,
flat mountains, straight curves, and level bumps. T v
He expects a radical shake-up. |
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THE MAGNIFICAT

(Mary's song of praise was first sung to her cousin Elizabeth.)

My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her lowliness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed.
The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
Maryas prophetIC SOng His mercy is from aqetoage,
on those who fear him.
He puts forth his arm in strength
and scatters the proud-hearted.
He casts the mighty from their thrones
and raises the lowly.
He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy,
the mercy promised to our fathers,
to Abraham and his sons for ever.

Luke 1:46-33
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Jesus doesn’t plead for social avoidance or withdrawal from so-
ciety. Nor does he assume that the kingdom and the world split
neatly into separate realms. Kingdom action takes place in the

Besides being upside down, the kingdom speaks with authority
today. Not just a dusty idea in an old trash bin, it offers a vision
for how we ought to conduct our lives.3 The Gospels don’t provide
cookbook solutions for every ethical dilemma. But they do raise the
right questions, focus important issues, and show how the Spirit of
God can transform our lives.



What might the Kingdom look like through us?

* We are our message

* Adopt a different, perhaps unexpected posture
* Generosity In all things

* Modelling Jesus, shining lights In the darkness
* Power not talk

* Churches that love God and His world

* Join in with what God Is doing (sometimes behind us)
* Unity

* Conduits and connectors s vy

KINGDOM

* |nfluential Nobodies b oo
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What does the Kingdom look like in the Acts post Pentecost?

* Unity of heart and mind

* Daily new followers and disciples of Jesus

* Mutual, spontaneous, organic care and support of others

* Generous hospitality

* Growth of house churches focused on eating, prayer,
learning and breaking bread

* Needs met and people restored (remember Isaiah 61)

* Remarkable grace and power
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Discipleship Questions

Changing Lives



1. How does the Kingdom of God influence your life aspirations,
actions, attitudes and priorities ?

2. Who are the people connected to you and whom you partner
with, who help the life of Jesus and the Kingdom flow freely
through your life. Who are the people God has connected you
with to whom Jesus and the Kingdom might be revealed?

3. Is your focus primarily on the church or the King and His

Kingdom?



NOW HE
USES US TO
SPREAD THE
KNOWLEDGE

OF CHRIST
EVERYWHERE,

like sweet perfume.

2 CORINTHIANS 2:148B




"Once more | will shake not only the
earth but also the heavens.” #The
words “once more” indicate the
removing of what can be shaken—that is,
created things—so that what cannot be
shaken may remain.

% Theretfore, since we are receiving a
kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be
thankful, and so worship God acceptably
with reverence and awe, ?tor our “God is

a consuming fire.”  Hebrews 12:26-29



