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Submission & Respect to authority:  we follow Christ’s example 
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Outline 

Our strategy for living as God’s people 
in the world

Submitting to earthly authorities

How to behave in the workplace



We are God’s people in the world

Our Strategy:

2.  Do Good

1.  Avoid sin

Living as 
God’s People 

3.  Follow Jesus’ Example



Who do you 
follow?



Who do you 
follow?

2.  Do Good: “No deceit was found in his mouth” v22

1.  Avoid sin: Jesus “committed no sin” v22

3.  Jesus “entrusted himself to Him who judges justly” v23



“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to 
every human authority, whether to the 
emperor, as the supreme authority or to 
governors.” v11

“Give to Caesar, the things that are Caesar’s 
and give to God the thing’s that are God’s.” 
Mark 12:17

Submission to human 
authorities then



Submission to human 
authorities now



“We are to submit to the state …

right up to the point where obedience

to the state would involve us in

disobedience to God”

John Stott, Rector of All Souls

Qualification to submitting 
to the state



Eric Liddell, the man who wouldn’t run on a Sunday

“The Lord will honour those who honour him”

1 Samuel 2:30

Qualification to submitting 
to the state



FOR INTERNAL USE

The 
Workplace 

A very different context to New Testament situation

“Submit yourself to your masters.” 
v18

“Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on 
the day he visits us.”  v12



Nadia Eweida v British Airways

Qualification to submitting 
at the workplace:  Example
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