The local church - the hope of the
world!



... God raised him from death and set him on a throne in
deep heaven, in charge of running the universe, everything
from galaxies to governments, no name and no power
exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being,
butforever. He is in charge of it all, has the final word on
everything. At the centre of all this, Christ rules the church.
The church, you see, is hot peripheral to the world; the
world is peripheral to the church. The church is Christ’s
body, in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills
everything with his presence. (Eph 1:20-23 TM)




20-- to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all

we ask orimagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, 2 to him be glory in the church and in Christ

Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!
Amen. (Eph 3:20-21)




40n one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the
gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. ® For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will
be baptised with the Holy Spirit....”

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:4-8)

When the day of Pentecost came, ... 4all of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:1 & 4)



The local church - the hope of the world!

1.Empowered by the Holy Spirit




41Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day.



41Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day.

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at
the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the
believers were together and had everything in common. 4° They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. %6 Every day
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke

bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere

hearts, 4’ praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts
2:41-47)



2. Devotion to the teaching of

their leaders




3. Pursuing His presence




May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit. (Rom 15:13)




Food for thought!

1. Have you received the Holy Spirit? Are you being
filled?

2. How do you express your devotion to your
leaders teaching?

3. What’s the difference between omni-presence &
manifest presence?
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