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The New 
Covenant

W h a t i s t h e N e w 
Covenant and what does 
it mean for us today?

Jeremiah 31
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Definition of Covenant

‣A binding agreement:         
a formalised partnership.  

‣Personal: a relationship 
agreement. 

‣Covenant involves: 
promises and 
commitments. 

‣Modern example of 
covenant: wedding.
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Covenant in the Bible: 
“A relationship rooted 
in God’s initiative, in 
what he has done for 
the people, but it looks 
for a response from 
the people.” 
Robert Davidson  
(Professor of Old Testament, 
University of Glasgow)



Old Testament Covenants
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Guaranteed 
world would 
never again be 
judged by 
water.  
Gen. 9:8–11

Noahic

All nations  
will be blessed 
through 
Abraham’s  
seed. 
Gen. 12, 15, 17, 18

Abrahamic

Laws which 
bring blessing 
& reflect God 
to surrounding 
nations. 
Ex. 19-20

Mosaic

Identifies 
promised seed 
who will bring 
international & 
eternal blessing. 
2 Sam. 7:12-16

Davidic



The New Covenant brings 
new future and new hope
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“31 ‘The days are coming,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel and with the 
people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the 
covenant I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of Egypt, because they broke 
my covenant, though I was a husband to 
them,’ declares the Lord.”  Jer. 31:31—32



“There was a future and a hope for 

Israel, not because of who they were, 

but because of whose they were.
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Christopher J. H. Wright



The New Covenant brings transformation
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“ 3 3 a ‘ T h i s i s t h e 

covenant that I will 

make with the people of 

Israel after that time,’ 

declares the Lord. ‘I will 

put my law in their 

minds and write it on 

their hearts.” Jer. 31:33a



The New Covenant 
is about belonging
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“33b I will be their God, 

and they will be my 

people.” Jer. 31:33b



The New Covenant 
is personal
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“34a No longer will they 

teach their neighbour, or 

say to one another, “Know 

the Lord,” because they will 

all know me, from the least 

of them to the greatest,’ 

d e c l a r e s t h e L o r d . ” 

Jeremiah 31:34a



“…the intimate personal knowledge which arises 

between two persons who are committed 

wholly to one another in a relationship that 

touches mind, emotion, and will.
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John Arthur Thompson



The New Covenant 
brings us total 
forgiveness
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“34b For I will forgive 
their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no 
more.”   Jeremiah 31:34b



Luke  
22:19—20
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“19 And he took bread, gave thanks 

and broke it, and gave it to them, 

saying, “This is my body given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.” 

20 In the same way, after the supper 

he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, which 

is poured out for you.”


