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Plague Patterns: Instructions given to Moses

Plague 1: Blood 
‘Go to Pharaoh  
in the  
morning’

Plague 2: Frogs 
‘Go in to Pharaoh’

Plague 3: Gnats 
No warning

Plague 4: Flies 
‘Get up early in the 
morning and 
confront Pharaoh’

Plague 5: Livestock 
‘Go in to Pharaoh’

Plague 6: Boils 
No warning

Plague 7: Hail 
‘Get up early in the 
morning and 
confront Pharaoh’

Plague 8: Locusts 
‘Go in to Pharaoh’

Plague 9: Darkness 
No warning
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Plague Patterns: How each plague starts

Plague 1: Blood 
Aaron stretches 
out hand/staff

Plague 2: Frogs 
Aaron stretches 
out hand/staff

Plague 3: Gnats 
Aaron stretches 
out hand/staff

Plague 4: Flies 
God starts plague 
without the staff

Plague 5: Livestock 
God starts plague 
without the staff

Plague 6: Boils 
Moses starts plague 
without the staff

Plague 7: Hail 
Moses stretches 
out hand/staff

Plague 8: Locusts 
Moses stretches 
out hand/staff

Plague 9: Darkness 
Moses stretches 
out hand



Exodus

ACC/comm.ch

Tenth 
Plague

Death of 
firstborn

Distinct 
from other 
plagues

‣ Success announced 
beforehand, 11:1 

‣ Israelites have act to 
be protected 

‣ Extended narrative 
about lamb and blood 

‣ Only plague to be 
commemorated and 
perpetually 
remembered
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John saw Jesus coming towards him and 
said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! John 1:29

Christ, our 
Passover 
lamb

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed. 1 Corinthians 5:7b

In him [Jesus] we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace. Ephesians 1:7
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Detailed lamb instructions point to Jesus

Exactly 
right size, 
v4

Without 
defect, 
v5

Slaughtered 
at twilight, 
v6

Lamb had 
to be eaten, 
v8

Roasted 
over fire, 
v8-9

Totally 
consumed, 
v10

No bones 
broken, 
v46

Blood on 
door-frame, 
v6-7
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Surprise/shock in 
Exodus 12

God’s judgement 
will fall on God’s 
people no less 
than on their 
oppressors
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‘This is a day you are to commemorate; for the 
generations to come you shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the Lord – a lasting ordinance.’ Ex. 12:14

REMEMBERING

RESPONDING
‘For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. 

On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for 
whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day 

until the seventh must be cut off from Israel.’ Ex. 12:14
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you were redeemed from 
the empty way o f l i fe 
handed down to you from 
your ancestors, with the 
precious blood of Christ, a 
lamb without blemish or 
defect.

1 Peter 1:18—19 The blood of the 

l a m b n o t o n l y 

s a v e s u s f r o m 

judgement for sin, 

but saves us from 

slavery to sin.Communion


