
SUBMITTING TO GOD 

AND HIS BLESSINGS

Genesis 32:22-32



1. Jacob’s life
a. Self-sufficient

His life is summed up in Gen.25:26

- Scheming to get Esau’s birth right & blessing

- Battling with uncle Laban

- Bargaining with God – Gen.28:20-22

His actions showed a lack of faith in God



b. Jacob’s life – at the end of his 

resources
Jacob wants to put things right with Esau

Esau comes with a large fighting force – 32:6-8

1. Prayer of desperation – 32:9-12

2. Desperate measures – 32:13-21



2. God wrestles Jacob into submission

a. God attacks him – v.24

b. God cripples him – v.25

c. Jacob clings to God – v.26

d. God blesses him – v.28,29



3. How we receive God’s blessings
a. Paul – coming to faith in Jesus 1Tim.1:12-17

b. Peter  - trusting only in Jesus Lk.22:31-34,54-62; 

John21:15-19; 1Pet.5:5-7

c. Surrendering ourselves to God

- willing to lose our lives – Mk.8:34,35

- desperate for God’s blessings

- humbly surrender to God



Prayer of surrender
“Nothing in my hand I bring.

Simply to thy Cross I cling;

naked come to thee for dress,

helpless, look to thee for grace”


