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Is it foolish to believe the 
resurrection happened, and 
then live for Jesus?





What tells us that the 
resurrection happened?



The Bible does; in 
the New Testament.



But can we trust the 
New Testament?



Let’s look at the evidence.
A piece of evidence is something 
which helps you tell if something 
is true or not. If something really 
happened or not. 



EVIDENCE #01



How many NT manuscript 
copies are there?



EVIDENCE #02



What is the time gap between 
the events and when they 
were written about?



EVIDENCE #03



Do other ancient manuscripts 
confirm the New Testament?



Cornelius Tacitus… a Roman senator and historian from 
AD50. 
Thallus… a Greek historian from AD55. 
Mara Bar-Serapion… a Stoic philosopher from AD70. 
Pliny the younger… A Roman administrator from AD60.  
Suetonius… A Roman historian from AD70.  
Lucian of Samosata… a Satirist from AD125.  
Celsus… a 2nd century Greek intellectual. 
Flavius Josephus… a 1st century Jewish historian. 
The Talmud… an ancient exposition of Jewish law.



the name Jesus 
the place and timeframe of his ministry 
the ambiguous nature of his birth 
the name of his mother 
the name of one of his brothers 
his fame as a teacher 
his fame as a miracle worker 
the attribution to him as a messiah 
his kingly status in the eyes of some 
the time and manner of his execution 
the involvement of both Roman and Jewish leadership in his death 
the coincidence of an eclipse at the time of his execution 
the report of his appearances after death 
the flourishing of a movement which worshipped him subsequently 



So can we trust the 
New Testament?
YES!



But can we trust the 
New Testament 
writers?



EVIDENCE #04



Did they intend to accurately 
record historical events?



"Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the 
things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were 
handed down to us by those who from the first were eye 
witnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, 
since I myself have carefully investigated everything from 
the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of the things you have been taught." 
Luke 1:1-4



EVIDENCE #05



Were they able to record 
the events accurately?



EVIDENCE #06



Were the New Testament 
writers truthful?



So we CAN we trust 
the New Testament 
writers!



But so what? 
Why does the resurrection 
matter? 
How is it relevant to me?



The resurrection 
brings us justification!

“He was delivered over to death 
for our sins and was raised to life 
for our justification.” Romans 4:25



The resurrection means 
we don’t have to be afraid!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsOBsj8g6Dw



The resurrection means 
we don’t have to be afraid!

“So the women hurried 
away from the tomb, 
afraid yet filled with joy, 
and ran to tell his 
disciples. Suddenly 
Jesus met them. ‘Do 
not be afraid,’ he said.” 
Matthew 28:8-10



So will you believe in 
Jesus this Easter?


