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Don’t Panic!
Opposition will come



1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees 
came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 
They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the 
people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They 
seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in 
jail until the next day. 

18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak 
or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 

Acts 4:1-3, 18



• Remember what I told you: “A servant is not greater 
than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you also. John 15:20 

• In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 2 Timothy 3:12

Opposition is to be expected



• Autonomy 

• Satan

Why are people opposed to the gospel?



A. Sharing the gospel? 

B. Not sharing the gospel?

Is the devil happy with the early Christians…



Embrace opposition



1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the 
Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking 
to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the 
apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, 
because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 
But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men 
who believed grew to about five thousand. 

Acts 4:1-4



Don’t Panic!
The Holy Spirit will give courage



13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and 
realised that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 
they were astonished… Acts 4:13

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: 
‘Rulers and elders of the people… Acts 4:8



The Holy Spirit will give 
us courage!



Two stories of 
courage…

TELEMACHUS

POLYCARP



11 ‘When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and 
authorities, do not worry about how you will defend 
yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will 
teach you at that time what you should say.’ Luke 12:11-12

12 ‘But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They 
will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you 
will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of 
my name. 13 And so you will bear testimony to me. 14 But make 
up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend 
yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of 
your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. Luke 21:12-15



Don’t Panic!
Come together and pray



23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their 
own people and reported all that the chief priests and 
the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, 
they raised their voices together in prayer to God. 
Acts 4:23-24a



24b ‘Sovereign Lord,’ they said, ‘you made the heavens and 
the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke 
by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our 
father David: ‘“Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot 
in vain? 26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band 
together against the Lord and against his anointed one.” 27 
Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what 
your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 
Acts 4:24b-28



That ‘oh no’ feeling…



• Pray! Pray scripture-soaked prayers (v25-26) 

• Pray for boldness (v29) 

• Pray for God to heal and do signs and 
wonders (v30) 

• Pray together (v24)

Don’t panic…



31 After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

Acts 4:31


